The purpose of this report is to summarize the general patterns of recent trends and differentials that can be inferred from the official statistics of these 20 countries. Before proceeding to the findings, a note on methodology is in order.
who will die before age five is equal to the number of deaths of children under five during the five-year period during which the cohort was born, this is expressed as S5 = B -pD. In cases where the total number of deaths is not known, but the age-distribution of deaths is known from partial registration, estimates of the numbers of births and deaths can be made as follows: S5 = B -pD Subtracting,
G = B -D S5 -G = D -pD = qD S -G The estimate of deaths is D = ----------q
And of births, B = G + D As a final step, all calculations were checked and corrected to the last digit by a population balance sheet in which a complete account ing is made of total population, population change, net migration, natural increase, births and deaths during the historical period for which data are available. Thus the estimated birth rates are made consistent with these other elements as well as with the population age distributions reported in censuses and the age distributions of registered deaths. The method of estimation makes use of all available data and does not introduce distortions from artificial smoothing formulas or model life tables. With this method one assumes that the best model for the population of a country is the one derived directly from that country's official statistics.
To facilitate comparisons, standardized birth rates were calculated wherever the age-sex data were obtainable for this purpose. The method of indirect standardization was used, assuming that the age- 
1900-1929
The general level of fertility in Latin America at the beginning of the century was high.2 Uruguay was the only country with a birth rate below 40 per thousand. The birth rate in Argentina was still in the low 40's. Chile's was 45. Cuba, recovering from a devastating revolu tion, was at the beginning of a baby boom that would last until 1920. Panama then, as now, had relatively low fertility compared with neighboring countries. The birth rate in Venezuela dropped to about 42 at the turn of the century. Birth rates of 44 and over generally prevailed among the other countries, as they do to this day. Table 1 .
The general upward trend of fertility is obscured in the crude rates because the combination of rising fertility and falling infant and child mortality has swelled the proportion of children in these populations. The effect is to raise the denominator of the crude birth rate without adding proportionately to the annual number of births. Once the rates are standardized to remove the effect of changing age and sex composition, it can be seen clearly how fertility has increased over the 30-year period. The outstanding increase appeared in Venezuela, where the standardized birth rate rose from 37.5 to 47.8. Even in Panama the standardized rate rose. Among the high fertility countries, Chile was the only one to experience a prolonged decline of fertility into the late 1940's before showing an increase. Argentina continued to follow the pattern of a country that has made its demographic transition. The trend of the birth rate there very closely parallels the trends in the United States and Canada. Although the data are still not complete enough to present figures for Uruguay, the indications are that Uruguay has followed the same pattern.
Because of deficiencies in the data, complete sets of estimates cannot yet be made for all of the countries in Table 1 
1960-1964
Some new data have become available since the estimates in Table  1 
